Clair Hills Community Association 
Meeting Minutes

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Attendees

Carrie Chappell, Trish Adams, Lisa Norley, Andrea Strassburger, Shelly Reed, Jennifer Neville, Ed (Georgina) Wrobel, Lisa Wrobel, Christine Robinson, Bonnie Caza, Brenda Bell, Helen Kaluzny—Columbia Forest CA President, Karen Scian—Ward 2 Councilor.

Agenda

Greetings and Introductions

Item 1—Clair Meadows Public School.  We are getting a new public school in our neighbourhood.  The location will be at the corner of Chablis and Bernay in the Clair Meadows area.  It’s been suggested that we all need to watch for planning meetings in the Record and Chronicle to influence the design of the school considering the location near a wetland area, and to plan for obstacles like an area for parents to drop off children and where boundaries will be drawn.  I also received word from the Catholic board that no new school is expected in this area for quite some time.
Item 2—West Side Shopping Centre.  The Canadian Tire shopping centre is well into the construction phase now.  There are a number of stores going into the plaza, although it will not be the size of the Sunrise Centre.  Canadian Tire will be installing a store as well as a gas bar, we also expect a Shoppers Drug Mart, Royal Bank, and Wendy’s Restaurant.  So far it seems to be just a Wendy’s, and not a Tim Horton’s.  This all raises concerns about driving in the traffic circle and increased traffic in the area.
Item 3—West Side Library/YMCA project.  Many people are familiar with this project, but few understand the scope of what’s being proposed.  The Library facility planned will be 20, 000 sqft with a completion date of fall 2008.  The YMCA has a target date of 2009.  There are still lots of opportunities for concerned citizens to become involved, so please watch the Record and the Chronicle for more details.  

Item 4—Keats Way and Erbsville Road.  We saved this little number for when our new Ward Councilor Karen Scian joined us.  There is a definite traffic problem at this intersection.  We impressed upon the Councilor how important this is to us, considering the new shopping centre, school and Vista Hills subdivision on the horizon.  She took this item to heart, and hopefully it will be resolved quickly.  Until then, use caution, especially through the winter frosty season.

New Business

We need to formalize our Association.  Carrie Chappell will work with our City Liaison to secure a cash grant and further cement ourselves in the conscience of the neighbourhood.
We had a number of new faces tonight, with great new ideas and the volunteer spirit that we need so much.  

Shelly, Andrea and Brenda volunteered to co-ordinate fundraising for our new school’s playground.  For those who did not know, public schools are built without play structures.  Ms. Scian and Ms. Kaluzny suggested that a good one would cost about 

$25,000, so we’d better start fundraising now.

Lisa Wrobel has volunteered as our secretary, so hopefully this is the last time I will torture you with my run-on sentences.

Bonnie would like to help out with the newsletter, which we’ll hopefully be able to get out twice a year.  Once we get one written and produced we’ll be looking for volunteers to hand them out, or to collect e-mail addresses for those who would prefer to receive theirs that way.

Lisa Norley is already involved in the Parents Council at Elizabeth Zeigler, and is very interested in remaining involved with our new community school, so that is great.

Have no fear, there are always lots of jobs to be done.

We’re all hoping to have a BBQ/Cleanup/Fundraiser in the spring around Earth Day.  I realize that Clair Hills is a very spread out area, including the Hill, the Valley and the Meadow.  There are a few key areas that need cleaning, so we’re looking for suggestions of cleanup locations and BBQ venues.  Earth Day is April 22nd, so put on your thinking caps, and let’s clean up our neighbourhood.

Thank you so much to everyone who’s shown interest in this community association and I hope to see everyone again on January 11th 2007, or just hanging around the ‘hood.

